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Hypothetical scenarios can help your teen think about problem gambling and give them the 
opportunity to explore healthy ways to respond to each situation. 

What would you do?

Scenario #1
You’re playing a video game  
with your best friend, and you 
reach a level you can’t get past 
without purchasing some coins. 
That means asking a parent for 
their credit card. You say it’s not 
worth it, since you may not even 
get the right coins to pass.  
But your friend says “It’s only  
a dollar!” What do you say?

Scenario #2
One of your friends started a 
casual regular poker game, and 
you’ve played a few weekends 
in a row now. At first it seemed 
innocent—after all, many of your 
friends’ parents play too—but over 
time you’ve spent a lot of mon-
ey. Now you even owe a friend 
money after losing last week. 
What do you say when you get 
the invite for next weekend?

Scenario #3
A group of popular kids are  
running a bracket-betting  
tournament for March Madness 
and ask you to join. It’s pretty 
cool that they asked, but joining 
in means you will need to take 
$25 out of your savings without 
telling your parents—and they 
know you are working hard to 
save up for those new shoes. 
What do you do? 
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A BINGO
game that costs

$5 to play

Accepting a 
challenge that 

starts with 
“I bet you $5...”

Purchasing an
upgrade for a
game that is
guaranteed

Buying a
scratch ticket

Playing
fantasy
football

Trading
Pokemon

cards

Playing
a card game

without money
involved

Taking $10 from
a wager if the
Red Sox beat
the Yankees

Spending $2
in a mobile game

to see what’s
behind door #1



 

Being
struck by
lightning

Winning
$10,000

on a scratch
ticket

Being hit
by a

meteorite

Getting
eaten by
a shark

Hitting
the jackpot 

on a slot 
machine

Winning the
Powerball

lottery

Being
injured by

a toilet

Being dealt
a royal flush 

in a game 
of poker

PRINT

PRINT

  



 

1 in
3,000

1 in
407,000

1 in
3,000

1 in
8 million

1 in
262,144

1 in
292

million

1 in
10,000

1 in
649,740

PRINT

PRINT

    



Know the Odds:
https://knowtheodds.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/NYCPG_ebook_YouthGambling_052114.pdf

National Council for Problem Gambling Fact Sheet: 
http://www.ncpgambling.org/files/HS_Fact_Sheet.pdf

New York Council on Problem Gambling:
https://talk2kids.org/

Raisingchildren.net.au:
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/behaviour/behaviour-questions-issues/gambling

Youthdecide.org:
http://youthdecideny.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Did-YOU-Know-Brochure.pdf



Teen gambling. It’s a risk.  
Talking can make all the difference. 


